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He was so pleased with the portrait that he expressed a
desire to compare it with the original. The complaisant
Saint-Quintin undertook to arrange the meeting.
A proposition was made to the elder sister, who immedi-
ately set to work to wash and dress Helene. Two or thre<i
days later they started for Versailles, where they were re-
ceived by a valet, who conducted them to a small pavilion
in the park. After waiting some time, the king appeared
alone and unattended. He asked little O-Morphi if she was
Greek, drew the portrait from his pocket, and declared hft
was more than satisfied with the resemblance.
Helene, who was watching his face attentively, began
to smile. Thereupon Louis seated her on his knee, and asked:
'What are you laughing at, my child ? *
'Because you are as like a six-franc piece as two drops o£
water.5
The naivete of this remark amused the king, and hs
asked her if she would care to remain at Versailles.
*If my sister will let me.5
The good sister hastened to express her loyal acquiescence,
and by and by Saint-Quintin appeared, and after giving thi
actress a thousand louis for herself, and fifty for the pon
trait-painter, took the little one away.
The young O-Morphi pleased the king as much with her
simplicity and pretty ways as with her beauty. He placed her
in the Parc-aux-Cerfs, where no one but a few privileged
court ladies were allowed to enter. At the end of a year
Helene presented him with a son. What became of him I
know not; he went the way of so many others; for as long
as Queen Marie lived no one knew the fate of the natural
children of Louis XV.
Helene remained in the Parc-aux-Cerfs about three years,
when she fell into disgrace owing to the spite of Madame
de Valentinois, the sister-in-law of the Prince of Monaco.
This lady told her that if she wanted to make the king laugh
she must ask him how he treated his old wife. Too simple
to see the trap, poor Helene fell into it, and put this impertr

